




















Deciding to record a mark in the Trademark 
Clearinghouse for multiple years is a matter 
of peace of mind. No one can be sure how long 
the roll out of the new Top Level Domains will 
take and ICANN has stated that it intends open 
additional TLD rounds in the future. Entering 
trademarks for more than one year means that 
businesses only have to go through the reg-
istration process once in order to ensure that 
they can protect their trademarks as new TLDs 
are released. In addition, a discount is given to 
trademark holders who enter their trademark 
record in the Clearinghouse for more than 1 year. 

Future rounds of the new gTLD programme – 
including TMCH involvement – have not been 
confirmed. However, as TMCH was created spe-
cifically by ICANN as the only authorised and 
universal means to protect their trademarks 
during the new gTLD rollout, we expect that we 
will continue to support the new gTLD initiative 
if future rounds take place.



Will all Sunrise periods  
for the new gTLDs  
operate in the  
same way?
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The Trademark Clearinghouse does not have 
any authority to decide how the Sunrise Service 
will operate for each new gTLD. Decisions about 
how each Sunrise period will work are made by 
the individual domain registries. The role of the 
Clearinghouse is to be an authoritative source of 
verified data to support the relevant processes. 



What options will a trademark owner 
have when challenging a domain 
name registration if someone tries to 
register a new web address using a 
company’s trademark?
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Additional protections are also available to 
rights owners, but these are limited to reacting 
to a domain name registration once registered. 
In order to take advantage of the global rights 
protection mechanisms built into ICANN’s new 
gTLD programme launch, submissions to the 
Trademark Clearinghouse are necessary. 

Post launch, additional options include:

Uniform Domain-Name Dispute-Res-
olution Policy (UDRP)
The UDRP is a dispute resolution mechanism for 
trademark owners to resolve clear cases of bad-
faith, abusive registration and use of domain 
names – or when domain names are confusingly 
similar to a trademark or service mark in which 
the complainant has rights. To prevail in a UDRP 
complaint, the complainant must further dem-
onstrate that the domain name registrant has 
no rights or legitimate interests in the disputed 
domain name, and that the disputed domain 
name has been registered and is being used in 
bad faith. In the event of a successful claim, the 
infringing domain name registration is trans-
ferred to the complainant’s control.
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Uniform Rapid Suspension (URS)
Uniform Rapid Suspension (URS) is a rights pro-
tection mechanism that complements the exist-
ing UDRP by offering a lower-cost, faster path to 
relief for rights holders experiencing the most 
clear-cut cases of infringement. Implemented 
for cases of unambiguous trademark abuse, un-
der the URS, the only remedy is the temporary 
suspension of a domain name for the duration 
of the registration period - which may be ex-
tended by the prevailing complainant for one 
year, at commercial rates. 

Inclusion in the Trademark Clearinghouse is not 
proof of any right, nor does it create any legal 
rights. Failure to submit trademarks into the 
Clearinghouse should not be perceived to be a 
lack of vigilance by rights holders or a waiver 
of any rights, nor can any negative influence be 
drawn from such failure. 



Can the Trademark Clearinghouse 
register domain names for you in a 
new gTLD?
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Domain names themselves cannot be registered 
with the Trademark Clearinghouse directly. 	
Domain names are registered in a registry and 
through a domain name registrar, who will man-
age this process. However, Sunrise registrations 
require a recorded mark in the Clearinghouse.

Can the Trademark Clearinghouse 
be used to register a new TLD?  
 
The applications for top level domains (e.g. .food, 
.scotland) closed last year. ICANN has indicated 
an intent to open up additional new rounds of 
TLDs but the timing for this is very uncertain 
and may be a long time away. 






